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among a bunch of small reeds, never more than two feet from the 
ground. Its eggs are very beautiful ; they are from three to six 
in number, seldom more than four, of a beautiful pink, with a 
zone of darker red near the larger end, and in shape and colour 
resemble some of the Prinia-group of India and China. 


[To be continued. ] 


VI.—List of Birds received from Port Denison, Queensland. 
By Epwarp P. Ramsay. 


I see leave to forward a list of birds collected at Port Deni- 
son *, Queensland, by Mr. Rainbird, who has lately returned 
thence to Sydney, bringing with him a large number of rare 
birds’ skins. Many of the specimens are still in my own col- 
lection, others in that of the Sydney Museum ; and a list of them 
may throw some further light on the distribution of species. 


l. AquiLa Fucosa (Gould, B. Austral. i. pl. 1). 
2. IcutHymtus LEUCOGASTER (Gould, i. pl. 3). 


3. HALIASTUR LEUCOSTERNUS (Gould, i. pl. 4). 


For all the information I at present possess respecting the 
nidification of this interesting species I am indebted to Mr. 
Rainbird. The nest of the Red-winged Fish-Hawk is by no 
means so bulky a structure as that of many of its allies, nor is 
it so large as one would expect from a member of the family to 
which it belongs. In almost every instance the examples 
found by Mr. Rainbird were placed near the tops of the larger 
trees in belts of mangroves skirting the edges of salt-water 
swamps aud marshes in the neighbourhood of Port Denison. 
They were composed of twigs and dead branches of mangrove, 
lined with a finer material. One, from which that gentleman 
shot the bird, and brought me the egg upon which she was sitting, 
was lined with tufts of lichen; and in this instance the egg was 
placed upon various fish-bones, shells and claws of crabs, &e.; 
the edges and sides were beautifully ornamented with long 


* Port Denison is nearly in lat. 20° S., long. 148° E. of Greenwich.—Ep. 
G2 
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streamers of bleached sea-weed, which gave the nest a novel and 
pleasing appearance. The egg has a rough ground of a bluish- 
white colour, with a few minute spots of brownish-red near the 
larger end ; it is of an oval form, 2 inches 1 line in length by 
l inch 6 lines in breadth. Mr. Rainbird states that this species 
of Hawk is far from rare about Port Denison. Throughout the 
whole year many may be seen hovering over the water near the 
mouths of the creeks, and over the salt-marshes, which are 
invariably edged with dense belts of high mangroves. 


4. Farco rrontatus (Gould, i. pl. 10). 

5. Srrix personata (Gould, i. pl. 29). 

6. STRIX DELICATULA (Gould, i. pl. 31), ? var. 
7. ATHENE CONNIVENS (Gould, i. pl. 84). 

8. DacrELo LEAcHI (Gould, ii. pl. 19). 

9. Harcyon macreayI (Gould, ii. pl. 24). 

10. Dicwum mıRUNDINACEUM (Gould, ii. pl. 34). 

11. PARDALOTUS MELANOCEPHALUS (Gould, ii. pl. 40). 

12. GRAUCALUS HYPOLEUCUS (Gould, ii. pl. 57) ? 

The specimen of this bird has faint wavy lines on the breast, 
the rest of the under-surface being white; but in every other 
respect it agrees with Mr. Gould’s description of Graucalus hy- 
poleucus (P. Z. S. 1848, p. 88) and his figure in the ‘Birds of 
Australia.’ 

13. GravucaLus swarnsonti (Gould, ii. pl. 58). 


14, CaMPEPHAGA JARDINII (Gould, ii. pl. 60). 
Not uncommon. 


15. CaMPEPHAGA KARU (Gould, il. pl. 61). 
Two specimens. 


16. CaMPEPHAGA LEUCOMELA (Gould, ii. pl. 62). 


17. Dicrurus BractrEeatus (Gould, ii. pl. 82). 
Very plentiful. 


18. RurerpuRA MOTACILLOTDES (Gould, ii. pl. 86). 
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19. Mytacra PLUMBEA (Gould, ii. pl. 89). 


20. MONARCHA TRIVIRGATA (Gould, i. pl. 96). 

Mr. Rainbird procured several specimens of this beautiful 
Flycatcher : during November and December he found them 
in pairs. 

21. Perraca sUPERCILIOSA (Gould, iu. pl. 9). 

Several of the specimens from Port Denison are much smaller 
than those figured in the ‘ Birds of Australia,’ but are similar 
to them in markings. 


22. MALURUS MELANOCEPHALUS (Gould, i. pl. 26). 

Some of the examples are larger than those I have procured 
from the Clarence and Richmond Rivers (New South Wales), 
and several are very bright in colour. 


23. EsTRELDA ANNULOSA (Gould, ili. pl. 81). 
24. ESTRELDA PHAETON (Gould, iii. pl. 83). 
25. DonacoLa CAsTANEOTHORAX (Gould, ui. pl. 94) ? 


26. CHLAMYDERA NUCHALIS (Gould, iv. pl. 9). 
Several specimens obtained. 


27. GLYCYPHILA FASCIATA (Gould, iv. pl. 30). 
Not rare. 


28. GLYCYPHILA OCULARIS (Gould, iv. pl. 31). 
Common. 


29. Pritotis FLAVA (Gould, iv. pl. 42). 
Not rare ; six specimens obtained. 


30. TROFIDORHYNCHUS CoRNIcULATUS (Gould, iv. pl. 58). 


31. MYZOMELA OBSCURA (Gould, iv. pl. 67). 
Plentiful. 


82. NECTARINIA AUSTRALIS, Gould, P. Z. S. 1850, p. 201. 

According to Mr. Rainbird, numbers of this beautiful little 
Sun-bird may be seen, on bright mornings, among the leafy tops 
of the mangrove-belts near Port Denison, which I have already 
mentioned. They are there ever darting out to capture some 
insect on the wing, returning and disappearing again’ in the 
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thick foliage, or perching upon some topmost twig, to devour 
their captures, and show their shining purple breasts glitter- 
ing in the sun. During the hottest part of the day the Sun- 
birds betake themselves to the thick scrub, which in many 
places runs down quite to the water’s edge. They breed in the 
months of November and December. One pair chose a little 
break in the scrub, within a few yards of the water, where, 
facing the rising sun, they constructed their nest (which I now 
have), suspending it by the top from the dead twig of a small 
shrub, at the foot of a large “ Bottle-tree ” (Sterculia rupestris). 
The nest is of an oval form, much resembling and suspended 
in the same way as that of Acanthiza lineata, with a small hood 
over the opening, which is near the top. It is composed of 
fibrous roots, and shreds of cotton-tree (Gomphocarpus fruticosus) 
bark, firmly interwoven with the webs and cocoons of various 
spiders, and a few pieces of white sea-weed ornamenting the 
outside. It is lined with feathers and the silky native cotton, 
and is about 5 inches long by 34 in. in diameter. The eggs, I 
regret to say, I did not receive, as Mr. Rainbird was obliged to 
come away before they were laid. 


33. CucuLus ——? 

34. EupyNAMIS FLINDERS! (Gould, iv. pl. 91). 
35. CENTROPUS PHASIANUS (Gould, iv. pl. 92). 
36. SITTELLA LEUCOCEPHALA (Gould, iv. pl. 102). 


37. PLATYCERCUS PALLICEPS (Gould, v. pl. 26). 
Common. 


38. CARPOPHAGA LUCTUOSA (Gould, v. pl. 60). 
Plentiful at certain seasons, when they arrive in large flocks. 


39. Mxcaropius TUMULUS (Gould, v. pl. 79). 

40. Syna@cus australis (Gould, v. pl. 89). 

4], THRESCIORNIS STRICTIPENNIS (Gould, vi. pl. 46). 
42. MYCTERIA AUSTRALIS (Gould, vi. pl. 51). 


43. TADORNA RAaDJAH (Gould, vil. pl. 8). 
One specinien of this beautiful Duck has the whole of the 
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underside, except the throat and neck, smeared with reddish 
chestnut, almost the same tint as that of the pectoral band, 
which in this example is much narrower than usual. 


44, DenprocyeNna arcuata (Gould, vii. pl. 14). 


45. DENDROCYGNA EYTON1 (Gould, vii. pl. 15). 


St. Paul’s, Newtown, Sydney, New South Wales, 
March 5, 1864. 


VII.—Note on two rare Species of the American genus Dendreeca. 
By P. L. Scrater, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S., Secretary to the 
Zoological Society of London. 


In the ‘Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London’ for 
1860 (p. 298) Mr. Salvin and I described a new species of 
the American genus Dendreca, intermediate between the well- 
known D. virens and its western representative, D. townsendi, 
under the name chrysoparia. The distinguishing marks of this 
species (which was established on two skins obtained by Mr. O. 
Salvin in the mountainous district of Vera Paz*, Guatemala) 
were the black back and white abdomen. In both D. virens 
and D. townsendi the back of the adult male is olive; and the 
breast, in the latter bird, is bright yellow, in the former bird 
decidedly tinged with that colour. The sides of the head in 
D. chrysoparia are pure yellow, brighter than in D. virens, with 
a distinct black line through the eye ; in D. townsendi there is a 
large and conspicuous black auricular patch. In fine, the new 
species seemed to us (as, in fact, it 1s) evidently readily distin- 
guishable from the two previously known species of the genus. 
In 1862, in an interesting series of birds collected by M. 
Boucard in Southern Mexico, which were submitted to my ex- 
amination by M. Sallé, I found three examples of a Dendræca 
belonging to the same group of species. Not having Mr. Sal- 
vin’s types at hand for comparison, I concluded, somewhat 
hastily, seeing that they possessed some of the characters 


* “Qn the highest point of the road between Salamá and Tactic.” 
(Salvin in ‘ Ibis,’ 1860, p. 273.) 


